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Rs. 1,200. The khadi department absorbs 63 whole-time workers,
who work in 20 centres scattered throughout the province. And "as
khaddar organization naturally becomes the pivot for nation-
building institutions to grow round it", reading rooms, libraries,
elementary schools, gymnasiums and other social service organi-
zations are being reared up in the khadi organization established
by the Ashram. I must omit the very interesting details about the
medical department, untouchability work, national education,
etc., and commend to the reader the report itself* The report goes
on to state that if the Ashram is to continue to grow, it requires
pecuniary assistance for the various departments. The total amount
is estimated at Rs. 61,000 of which Rs. 10,000 are required for the
dyeing department, Rs. 40,000 for the expansion of khadi work,
Rs. 3,500 for agriculture, Rs. 2,500 for dairy and Rs. 5,000 for
additional buildings which a growing institution like the Abhoy
Ashram must always need. It need hardly be mentioned that the
majority of the workers are all living on bare maintenance. The
Ashram in fact represents the spirit of sacrifice, of which Bengal is
probably among all the provinces the finest repository. I would
invite the reader to procure the report, read it and give this great
institution all the help he can.

Young India, 27-9-1928

353.   LETTER TO MIRABEHN

[September 28, 1928}1

CHI.  MIRA,

Just to tell you I have your letter. Do you know that Jamna-
lalji has lost his father? No decision has yet been arrived at.
It will be tomorrow I hope. The oven is finished. Ghhotelal is
better.

Love.

BAPU

SHRIMATI MIRABAI

ASHRAM, HATUNDI? AJMER (RAJPUTANA)

From the original: G.W, 5309.   Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 8199

1 From the postmark